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Comments for Public Posting:  Dear Honorable Councilmembers—SEIU Local 721 submits the

attached letter regarding the above-referenced item. In short,
Local 721 respectfully requests that the City condition the sale of
the two-lot property to be used by the buyer for the relocation of
existing historic homes on the buyer’s nearby mixed-use project
site known as The Fig. As discussed in attached letter, under
CEQA, the proposed sale of the lots to the buyer constitutes a
substantial change in circumstances, which makes previously
unavoidable impacts (i.e., the demolition of historic homes)
entirely avoidable through new mitigation measures now feasible
(i.e., relocating all remaining historic homes to the property). So
too, this matter should be referred to the PLUM Committee to
consider a subsequent or supplemental to the Fig’s previously
certified EIR that includes modification of the project’s
mitigation measures on historic resources. Respectfully, Felipe
Caceres 



 August 5, 2021 
 
VIA EMAIL AND ONLINE SUBMISSION: 
 
Information, Technology, and General Services Committee 
City of Los Angeles 
c/o Michael Espinosa, Legislative Assistant 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
michael.espinosa@lacity.org 
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/publiccomment/?cfnumber=17-1002-S1  
 
RE: Item 12, ITGS Committee Hearing Scheduled August 5, 2021;  

Sale of 3971-3979 South Flower Drive 
 
Dear Honorable Councilmembers: 
 
SEIU Local 721 (Local 721) respectfully requests that the City of Los Angeles (City) 
condition the sale of the above-referenced two-lot property (Property) to be used 
by SGRE Fig & Flower Investors 1, LLC (Buyer) for the relocation of existing historic 
homes on the Buyer’s nearby mixed-use project site known as The Fig (Project). As 
discussed below, under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the 
proposed sale of the Property to the Buyer constitutes a substantial change in 
circumstances, which makes previously unavoidable impacts (i.e., the demolition 
of historic homes) entirely avoidable through new mitigation measures now 
feasible (i.e., relocating all remaining historic homes to the Property). So too, this 
matter should be referred to the Planning Land Use Management (PLUM) 
Committee to consider a subsequent or supplemental to the Project’s previously 
certified environmental impact report (EIR) that includes modification of the 
Project’s mitigation measures on historic resources.  
 
Background: The Project site includes eight existing residential properties,1 seven 
of which are designated contributors to the Flower Drive Historic District.2 In 2019, 
the Project was approved subject to specific mitigation measures, including three 
of the seven properties would be relocated within five miles of the Project site.3 
This allowed for the demolition of the remaining four contributor properties, 
which was considered a “significant and unavoidable” impact with “no mitigation 
measures available” to avoid this impact.4  
 

 
1 Letter of Determination (3/26/19) DCP Case No. CPC-2016-2658, p. F-17, 
https://planning.lacity.org/pdiscaseinfo/document/MjA3OTUw0/46e6f77e-051c-4e11-ad6d-
6ce8558211cd/pdd.  
2 Final EIR-MMRP (Oct. 2018) DCP Case No. ENV-2016-1892, p. IV-8 (Mitigation Measure C-3), 
https://planning.lacity.org/eir/TheFigProject/feir/files/F_IV.pdf.  
3 Ibid. 
4 Draft EIR (Oct. 2017) DCP Case No. ENV-2016-1892, pp. IV.C-20 & IV.C-25, 
https://planning.lacity.org/eir/TheFigProject/deir/files/D_IVC.pdf.  

https://planning.lacity.org/pdiscaseinfo/document/MjA3OTUw0/46e6f77e-051c-4e11-ad6d-6ce8558211cd/pdd
https://planning.lacity.org/pdiscaseinfo/document/MjA3OTUw0/46e6f77e-051c-4e11-ad6d-6ce8558211cd/pdd
https://planning.lacity.org/eir/TheFigProject/feir/files/F_IV.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/eir/TheFigProject/deir/files/D_IVC.pdf


In 2020, after reaching a settlement in a lawsuit with the West Adams Heritage Association, the 
Project received a Q-Clarification that would allow three of the seven properties to remain on-
site—in addition to the relocation of the other three properties.5 This meant at least one 
contributor property would be destroyed. 
 
In April/May of this year, applications were filed to relocated two of the properties near Union 
and 22nd.6 This means that two contributor properties are still unaccounted for.  
 
Substantial Change in Circumstances: By selling the Property (i.e., two vacant lots) to the Buyer 
(i.e., SGRE Fig & Flower Investors),7 who are the owners of the Project site (see attached Grant 
Deed), the remaining two contributor properties can be relocated and the Project can entirely 
avoid any contributor property from being destroyed. This makes once a significant unavoidable 
impact (i.e., the destruction of some historic resources) entirely avoidable through new 
mitigation measures (i.e., relocating the existing contributor properties to the Property). Under 
CEQA, this is a “substantial change” change in circumstance requiring either a subsequent EIR 
(see CEQA Guidelines § 15162) or supplement to the EIR (see CEQA Guidelines § 15163). 
 
Conclusion: Local 721 respectfully requests that any sale of this Property to this Buyer be subject 
to the specific condition that the Property be used for the relocation of the remaining contributor 
properties. So too, this matter should be stayed until PLUM committee considers this matter, 
including modification of the Project’s Mitigation Measure C-3 in light of the substantial change 
in circumstance and the City’s discretionary action of selling the Property to this Buyer. 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
____/s/________________________ 
Felipe Caceres, External Coordinator 
SEIU Local 721  
felipe.caceres@seiu721.org 

 
ATTACHMENT:   Grant Deed 
 

 
5 Letter of Determination (5/27/20) DCP Case No. DIR-2020-2157-CLQ, p. 2, https://planning.lacity.org/
pdiscaseinfo/document/MjMwNTE20/46e6f77e-051c-4e11-ad6d-6ce8558211cd/pdd. 
6 Application (scanned 5/27/2021) DCP Case No. AA-2021-4474-PMEX, https://planning.lacity.org/pdiscaseinfo/
document/NjMwNg0/532fbe86-06a9-44b1-8001-06cd07316c90/esubmit; see also Plan (scanned 5/27/2021) DCP 
Case No. AA-2021-4474-PMEX, https://planning.lacity.org/pdiscaseinfo/document/NjMwOA0/532fbe86-06a9-
44b1-8001-06cd07316c90/esubmit.  
7 City Administrative Officer Report (5/20/21) Council File No. 17-1002-S1, p. 2, https://lacity.primegov.com/
meeting/attachment/386262.pdf?name=Report%20from%20Municipal%20Facilities%20Committee%20dated%20
6-02-21.pdf.  
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